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Narastajuce naroky na ovladanie cudzich jazykov vo svete vedie k postupnému
zniZovaniu vekovej hranice povinného zaciatku vyucovania cudzich jazykov
v ramci inStitucionalizovaného edukacného kontextu. Po ustanoveni povinného
zaciatku vyucovania cudzich jazykov na 1. stupni zakladnych $kél vo vacsine
eurépskych krajin vratane Ceskej republiky a Slovenska sme v sti¢asnosti sved-
kami d’alSieho posunu, a to kinstitucionalizovanému pociato¢nému osvojovaniu
si cudzich jazykov na urovni materskych $kél. Aby sa vsak predislo mozZnym
rizikdm a vaZnym Skodam, pred ktorymi varuju skusenosti z viacerych krajin,
je v tejto suvislosti potrebné ustanovenie systematickej didaktiky pociatocného
osvojovania si cudzich jazykov, ktora by bola zaloZena nie na popularnych mytoch
(napr. ,¢im skor s cudzim jazykom det{ za¢nd, tym lepSie ho budu ovladat®),
ale na overenych vysledkoch vedeckych vyskumov.

Cielom prispevku je kriticky analyzovat sticasny stav poznania v danej
oblasti a na zaklade poslednych vyskumov nacrtnut teoreticky ramec pre
konstituovanie didaktiky pociato¢ného osvojovania si cudzich jazykov ako
pedagogickej (trans)discipliny, ktora je nevyhnute budovana na prieniku via-
cerych pedagogickych a lingvistickych vied (napr. vSeobecna lingvodidaktika,
didaktika cudzich jazykov, didaktika poc¢iato¢ného rozvoja gramotnosti, neu-
rolingvistika, sociolingvistika, kognitivna lingvistika a i.).

Abstract: Growing demands to speak foreign languages throughout the world
lead to a gradual lowering of the age limit for the compulsory beginning of te-
aching foreign languages within the institutionalised educational context. Ha-
ving set the compulsory beginning of foreign language teaching at the 1% level



of primary schools in most European countries, including the Czech Republic
and Slovakia, we are currently witnessing another shift, that is, the attempts
at institutionalised initial acquisition of foreign languages in kindergartens.
To prevent possible risks and serious damage, warned against by the experi-
ence from several countries, it is necessary to adopt a systematic methodology
of the initial acquisition of foreign languages which would not be based on po-
pular myths (e.g. “the sooner the kids begin with a foreign language, the better
command they will get later”), but on verified results of scholarly research.

The aim of the paper is to critically analyse current situation in the field
and, drawing on recent research, to outline a theoretical framework for the
constitution of the methodology of the initial acquisition of foreign languages
as a pedagogical (trans)discipline, which would necessarily build on the inter-
penetration of several pedagogical and linguistic sciences (e.g. general pedagogy
of language, methodology of foreign language teaching, methodology of the initial
development of literacy, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics,
etc.).
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